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In this paper we compute the maxisets of some denoising methods (estimators) for
multidimensional signals based on thresholding coefficients in hyperbolic wavelet bases.
That is, we determine the largest functional space over which the risk of these estimators
converges at a chosen rate. In the unidimensional setting, refining the choice of the
coefficients that are subject to thresholding by pooling information from geometric
structures in the coefficient domain (e.g., vertical blocks) is known to provide ‘large
maxisets’. In the multidimensional setting, the situation is less straightforward. In a sense
these estimators are much more exposed to the curse of dimensionality. However we
identify cases where information pooling has a clear benefit. In particular, we identify
some general structural constraints that can be related to compound functional models
and to a minimal level of anisotropy.

S . © 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Multivariate wavelet bases for L,([0, 1)%) can be constructed by taking the tensor product of univariate wavelet func-
tions. The formed wavelet bases, so-called hyperbolic, have been proved to be of particular interest for many applications
and are studied since a long time for their approximation theoretic properties [18,28,27], in data compression [47,23,12,16],
in statistics [36] and more recently in very active research areas such as compressive sensing [20] and multifractal analy-
sis [1]. In this paper, we give new theoretical results about their abilities for denoising multidimensional signals by different
thresholding methods of the noisy hyperbolic wavelet coefficients.

Wavelet thresholding for nonparametric function estimation has been widely studied from both theoretical and practical
points of view. Most of the results for multidimensional function estimation follow as ‘direct’ extensions of unidimensional
results whenever considering the simple to handle multidimensional wavelet bases generated by functions that are prod-
uct of unidimensional scaling/wavelet functions with the same parameter of scale (here so-called isotropic wavelet bases).
These methods have been proved useful for example in [45] for estimating functions with isotropic regularity. Nevertheless,
when going to the estimation of multivariate objects, a key concept to integrate is the one of anisotropy. That is, to allow
these objects to have different smoothness properties along the different coordinate axes. This concept is also essential
when the different directions have completely different meaning as in [37] for time-varying spectral density estimation.
By comparing the isotropic and hyperbolic wavelet bases, Neumann and von Sachs [37] first show that optimal estimation
of two-dimensional functions in anisotropic Sobolev classes can be achieved using the hyperbolic wavelet basis (some-
times equally referred to as anisotropic wavelets). Neumann [36] continues that study by proving that thresholding in these
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hyperbolic bases allows for adaptive estimation to both spatially inhomogeneous smoothness and anisotropy captured by
anisotropic Besov scales.

In the field of anisotropic function estimation, the seminal work of Donoho [19], who constructs a dyadic classification
and regression tree estimator and proves its quasi-minimax optimality for estimating anisotropic function classes, had a
considerable impact as evidenced in the recent papers of Klemela [35] and Akakpo [2]. The former generalizes the ap-
proach of [19] for estimating multivariate densities with histograms and the latter uses adapted partitioning with piecewise
polynomial fits. Other approaches rely on kernel methods with adaptive bandwidths [30,10]. Goldenshluger and Lepski [24]
notably discuss the application of a pointwise adaptive procedure based on the selection from a large collection of kernels
to estimate a function that belongs to the union of anisotropic Holder classes. More sophisticated frameworks than the
Gaussian white noise model are also considered. For example, Comte and Lacour [15] study adaptive anisotropic kernel es-
timators in a multidimensional convolution model and Ingster and Stepanova [29] consider the problem of detecting signals
with particular attention being paid to the case of infinite dimension.

In this paper, we study several hyperbolic wavelet thresholding estimators. In contrast to Neumann [36] who gives some
minimax properties under the quadratic risk, we determine, under a more general loss function, the maximal functional
space (maxiset) for which the risk of these estimators reaches a given rate of convergence. We are particularly interested in
thresholding estimators which pool information from geometric structures in the coefficient domain. In the unidimensional
setting such estimators have been proven powerful from both theoretical and practical points of view (see among numerous
references [26,11,3]). In this paper, we restrict our study to hierarchically structured wavelet estimators that impose to the
coefficients that have survived the threshold to be arranged over a hierarchical structure [21,22]. More particularly, we study
a generalization of the hard tree estimator [4], namely the hyperbolic hard tree estimator. The hard tree estimator has been
proven to be the best element of a large family of vertical block thresholding estimators [5] and to outperform the hard
thresholding estimator under the L,-risk [4]. In a multidimensional context, we show that these estimators have a complex
behavior according to the risk function, the dimension and the rate. Despite that the hyperbolic hard tree estimator is much
more exposed to the curse of dimensionality than the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator, it still outperforms the latter
in several identified cases. Within these cases, we identify a general structural constraint that is interpreted as a minimal
level of anisotropy and that is related to compound functional models.

The paper is structured as follows: we describe in Section 2 the construction of the d-dimensional hyperbolic wavelet
basis and the concept of heredity. Section 3 introduces the maxiset approach and Section 4 presents the estimators that will
be studied. The main maxiset results are given in Section 5. In Section 6 we interpret our maxiset results and discuss the
impact of the curse of dimensionality on information pooling. A conclusion is given in Section 7. The proofs are deferred to
Appendix A.

2. Multidimensional wavelet bases

There are several ways to construct wavelet bases of L, ([0, 1)¢) from a unidimensional wavelet basis of L, ([0, 1)) which
is built from the dilations and translations of a scaling function, say ¢, and a wavelet, say ¥. To deal with anisotropic
functions, Triebel [46] introduced a specific anisotropy adapted wavelet basis (a specific multidimensional wavelet basis
associated with an anisotropic parameter that matches the anisotropic smoothness of the signal). Those anisotropic wavelet
bases are useful tools in functional analysis and in theory of approximation since they give a benchmark (known level of
anisotropy); but they are obviously not well suited to design denoising methods that are required to be adaptive to a signal
with unknown smoothness and anisotropy. Hyperbolic wavelet bases have been proved useful for approximating functions
from anisotropic smoothness classes (see [18,44,28]) and are known to be more appropriate than the d-dimensional isotropic
wavelet basis (see among others [37,36,44,28]). This mainly motivated our choice to consider them.

2.1. d-dimensional hyperbolic wavelet basis

We detail the construction of the hyperbolic wavelet basis from the following unidimensional periodized wavelet basis
with V (for some V > 1) vanishing moment(s)

By ={¢(), ¥jr() =22y (2. —k); jeN, kefo,...,2/ —1}}.
We construct the d-dimensional hyperbolic wavelet basis, denoted as 34, as follows:
Bi= {00, ¥}, 1€10,1}\0, jeJ', ke K}

where 0= (0, ..., 0) and

90000 =) x - x $(), and Y () =Yj! )Xo x YL,
with the following notations:

20ul2p2du. — k) ifiy, =0,

. 4 1
20ul24pu — k) ifiy =1 (1)

Uit g, ()= {
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and

Ji— {1:(11,‘..,1,1) Vue(l,....d}, ju=jyiu. i, €N},
= k= I<1,...,I<d);Vue{1,...,d},kue{O,...,Zj“—l}}.

The basis By is generated by a scaling function ¢g ¢ and by wavelet functions 1// that are supported on hyper-rectangles.

Jk
We say that each of the 2¢-1 elements of i defines an orientation.

2.2. The concept of heredity

It is known that wavelet transforms and other multiscale methods are well suited for tree approximations, that is, the
set of coefficients kept for approximating a function are arranged over a hierarchical structure, they satisfy some heredity
constraint. Tree-based methods allow for better encoding strategies while the approximation error remains close to that
of the fully nonlinear approximation [42,8,13,9,25]. In a unidimensional denoising context, such a heredity constraint has
also been proved useful. We start by recalling the concept of heredity among the wavelet coefficients in a unidimensional
context, next we define it in the multidimensional setting when the wavelet bases are the hyperbolic ones.

2.2.1. Unidimensional heredity
The concept of heredity is inspired by the construction of wavelet bases through the multi-resolution analysis on L,[0, 1).
Without loss of generality we shall consider in Section 2.2 the Haar wavelet basis. For any t € [0, 1),

1 iftelo,d),

pO=1 and Y@ { —1 ifte[3,1).
The wavelet functions {/ }; « are supported by I = [k2=4, (k+1)2~J) and are arranged over a nested multiscale structure
such that the support of each ; x contains the supports of v, 1 2 and ¥ ;11 2k+1. This induces a hierarchy among the pairs
of indices (j, k) of the wavelet functions v, which can be represented over a connected dyadic tree rooted in (j, k) = (0, 0).
It has the practical application that at the location of a singularity in the signal, we observe the persistence of large wavelet
coefficients over all scales (see [8]). Hence, the ‘keep/kill’ rule on the empirical wavelet coefficients can be refined using the
additional information that a large isolated wavelet coefficient is not likely to be part of the signal. Tree-structured wavelet
methods basically impose a hereditary constraint, i.e., they require that the set consisting of pairs of indices of the empirical
wavelet coefficients that are kept forms a connected rooted tree.

In the sequel, for any 0 < <1 and j(A) € N such that 27/® < 22 < 21-J®) we denote by 7 (1) the dyadic tree rooted
at (0,0) of depth j(x) that is defined as follows 7 (1) = {(j,k); 0<j< j(A), ke{0,...,2J —1}}.

For any 0 < A <1, we associate with any pair of indices (j,k) the sets of its ancestors P; (1) and of its descendants
Cj k(%) as follows:

Pik) ={(J.K) e T Iy DIk},
C]k(}\)—{( )GT()») Iy k’CI]k}

Remark 2.1. Any node (j, k) of 7(1) is both an ancestor and a descendant of itself.

2.2.2. Multidimensional heredity
We extend the concept of heredity to higher dimensional settings when using the hyperbolic wavelet basis. In the

multidimensional setting the hyperbolic Haar wavelet functions w;_k are supported by the hyper-rectangles

Lig=[ki279", (kq + 1)2791) x - x [kg2 794, (kg + 1)279¢).

For any 0 <X <1 and any i € {0, 1}¢\ 0, there is a hierarchical graph 7%(%) with nodes (j, k) where k € Ki and j e Q]IiA with
o=l el ljl=ji+-+ja< jo).
The heredity structures between both the ancestors and the descendants of any node (j,k) can be written as follows:

P}k() {(j.K) e T 1]/,(/31,,<}c79

Jts A ®: ®,Pdkd()h)’

cjk(x)_{(] K) e T'0): T Clix} €C )@+ ®CH (V).

Jaska

where ® denotes the tensor product, Pju,ku M) =Pj, ks V), C]l.u_ku () =Cj, k,(») and 730 K (A) J &, ) =1{0,0)}.
As an example, Fig. 1 draws the hierarchical graph 7¢ (%), for d =2, i =(1,1) and ](A)
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i<
Il

l4]

(7. %)

DDOIOFM B o= =M

Fig. 1. Representation of the indices of the hyperbolic wavelet coefficients i = (1, 1) over T%(%).

Remark 2.2. Notice that the representation of the indices of the hyperbolic wavelet coefficients over a hierarchical graph is
the same whatever the chosen compactly supported wavelet functions after a periodization step.

The extension of the concept of heredity to the multidimensional setting for the hyperbolic wavelet basis leads to the
following properties:

Proposition 2.1. Let 0 < A < 1 and a hierarchical graph T* (1) with i € {0, 1}9\ 0. Then, any node (j, k) of T*(»)

1. has at most 2li| descendants at the first next finer full scale |j| + 1 (children) and the number of descendants is at most of the
order of (j(A))liI-12/®);
2. has at most |i| ancestors at the first next coarser full scale |j| — 1 (parents) and the number of its ancestors is equal to

T4, Gu + D,

These results show that when the dimension grows (and therefore the number of orientations i), the number of ances-
tors/children in some orientations i explodes. This is an important remark to understand the maxiset results of Section 6.

3. Theoretical model and maxiset approach

We embed the multidimensional Gaussian white noise model in an asymptotic framework by considering a decreasing
variance ¢ — 0 (which equivalently represents growing information or sampling on a finer grid). The observed signal under
this model is a realization of the process:

dYe(x) = f(x) dx +edW (%), (2)

where x = (X1, ...,Xq) €0, 14, feLyo, 1Y), W (x) is the Brownian sheet and ¢ € (0, exp(—1)) is the noise level.

Under this model, we adopt the maxiset approach. It consists in determining the largest functional space G over which
the risk of an estimator ]‘ of a multidimensional function f € G built from Y, as in (2) converges at the prespecified rate
(vg)e and for a loss function p:

sup v;]E[p(f, f)] <0 <— feq. 3)
O<e<exp(—1)

The maxiset approach was first defined in [14]. According to this point of view, the larger the maxiset, the better the estimator.
Obviously, for a chosen loss function p, the size of the maxiset depends on the chosen rate; the slower the rate the larger
the maxiset. When comparing two estimators that rely on distinct thresholding rules, we say that the first rule is better
than the second one if the maxiset of the first estimator contains the maxiset of the second estimator for the same given
rate and loss function. That approach has been proved useful in nonparametric function estimation to differentiate between
estimators [5,7] and to provide a way to construct new estimators [6]. It closely relates estimators and function spaces, this
relation can serve as a way to understand the shape of the functions which are well estimated. In particular, the maxiset
approach has already revealed the good performances of nonlinear procedures as compared to linear ones [33,39].

Hereafter we shall choose a wide range of rates (v). that will often be inspired from the minimax approach. When
considering a function space F* with possibly different degrees of smoothness along the different directions s = (s1, ..., Sq),
its minimax rate is the rate (t-(s)). such that for any 0 < & < exp(—1):

Please cite this article in press as: F. Autin et al., Hyperbolic wavelet thresholding methods and the curse of dimensionality through the maxiset
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inf sup E[p(f, /)] =e(), 4)
I feFs

where the infimum is taken over all possible estimators f of f.

Examples of such minimax rates for large anisotropic function spaces are given in Section 5.1. They have inspired us to
choose a rate for the maxiset approach.

The study of hyperbolic wavelet bases (and more generally of bases formed by tensor products of unidimensional bases)
is known to be much more difficult than the study of unidimensional bases and their isotropic extensions in particular
under a general Ly-risk, that is p(.) = ||.||fp (see [43,32,34]). Instead, we found it useful to use the Besov risk Bg,p (see

equally [40,3]) that appears as a sequential version of the Lp-risk. We consider the loss function p(.) = ||.||ﬁ, its definition
can be found in (8). In isotropic situations, the Besov risk is known to be equivalent to the Lj-risk up to a multiplicative
constant. We consider a risk function with p > 2.

4. Wavelet thresholding estimators

In order to determine the maxiset performances of wavelet thresholding estimators we consider the discretized version
of the model (2) obtained by projection onto the chosen hyperbolic wavelet bases.
Our observational model consists of the following empirical scaling coefficient and the infinite sequence of empirical
hyperbolic wavelet coefficients
i i
(F ¥y + 8840 (5)

&=a+ef=(f,po0)1, +£& and é}q,ﬁc = 9!{,7( + af;‘l':yk

where, &, S}_k are iid. V'(0,1) and (j, k) € J' x K;.

We define adaptive estimators letting, for each direction, the finest scale up to which we consider the empirical coeffi-
cients as a candidate for thresholding to be determined only by a function of ¢.

Definition 4.1. For a given continuous sequence of threshold values (A¢). that tends to 0 as € tends to 0, we define the
hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator f/ as follows:

FrO=a0000+ 32 D0 D0 05,1{10] ] > A}y - (6)

i#0 jEJig keK;

We now introduce a hyperbolic wavelet estimator based on both a thresholding rule and a heredity constraint. As
mentioned earlier, imposing a hereditary constraint has already been shown to enjoy several interesting theoretical and
practical performances in unidimensional nonparametric function estimation. More specifically, it has been proven that
choosing the coefficients to keep/kill by pooling information from geometric structures in the coefficient domain allows to
get larger maxisets as in [4-7]. In this paper we pay particular attention to estimators that impose a hereditary constraint.

We introduce a newly defined extension of the unidimensional hard tree procedure provided by Autin [4] to the mul-
tidimensional setting. The hyperbolic hard tree estimator takes into account the hyperbolic hereditary constraint (see
Definition 4.2) similar to how the hard tree estimator uses the unidimensional concept of heredity. The hyperbolic hard
tree estimator is entirely justified when recalling that in the unidimensional setting the hard tree estimator has already
proven to perform well among a family of vertical block thresholding estimators [5] and to theoretically and numerically
outperform the hard thresholding estimator [4,7].

Definition 4.2. For a given continuous sequence of threshold values (1), that tends to 0 as ¢ tends to 0, we define the
hyperbolic hard tree estimator fT as follows:

Fro=aso0r+Y > Yo al  max o,

. i
l?é(_) ZE‘UI)\S l_{E]K! (l/”’(/)ecl}f (Ae)

> e [ 40, ()

where C;_k(kg) is the set of all descendants of (j, k) in Ti(re) (see Section 2.2).

Notice that, for the same sequence (i.),, the set of the empirical wavelet coefficients kept by the method, contains the
set of coefficients of the hyperbolic hard thresholding method plus all their ancestors.

5. Maxisets of hyperbolic wavelet estimators
As explained in Section 3, the maxiset approach closely relates estimators and functional spaces. Hence, we first introduce

some functional spaces and sequence spaces which shall appear in our new maxiset results as well as the minimax rates
that motivated us to define the rates (v¢). that will be used in the sequel.

Please cite this article in press as: F. Autin et al., Hyperbolic wavelet thresholding methods and the curse of dimensionality through the maxiset
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5.1. Function spaces, sequence spaces and minimax rates
We first define the Besov norm of a function f in the direction of u (1 <u <d) as
= sup |h|7S||A™ ,
1 f | Bescsu. pu) 0<hlz] [h| ” u,h ”Lpu (gu,h)

where r, = [sy] is the smallest integer strictly larger than s,, A’u pf® is the l-iterated application of the operator

Aunf®) = f(x+hey) — f(x), ey = Gut. ... 8ua), Suj =1 = j). gun = (0, D"~ x (0,0 Vv (1 —2h)) x (0, 1)**. This norm
measures only the smoothness in the direction of u.

Definition 5.1 (Besov space). (See [38].) Let s = (51, ..., Sq) € (0, +00)¢, p=(1,...,pd) €[1, +00)? and pmax = max(py, 1 <
u <d). We say that felLp . ([0, 1)4) belongs to the Besov space Bes(s, p) if and only if

d
£ NBests.py < 00, where || fllges(s.py = > Il f lBestsu. pu)-

u=1

The minimax rates of the Besov spaces can be found in [36,30,31]. In our case we consider the minimax rate in the
dense case where it holds that for a given p >1,1—Y4_; -2 >0and Y4, (2 — 1) <2. Then,

Su
inf sup Eg|f— flh=inf sup Ef[|&—a|p+222u|(p/2*])Z|9~2,k—9z,k|p]

f feBes(s.p) f feBes(s,p) 20 jeri keK;

2pxd_ sgH!
d —1,-1
>Ce 14200 1 Su ) , (8)

for some C > 0 and where the infimum is taken over all possible estimators that are decomposed as

F=agoo+Y Y D itk

i#0 jeli keK;
in the hyperbolic wavelet basis 3; built from a unidimensional wavelet basis having V vanishing moments with V >
max(sy, 1<u<d).
Neumann [36] gives the decay of the hyperbolic wavelet coefficients when f belongs to the anisotropic Besov space
Bes(s, p). According to [36] if f belongs to the Besov space Bes(s, p) with p = (p,..., p) then it also belongs to the Besov
body Bf,,oo defined hereafter.

Definition 5.2 (Besov body). Let p >2 and s = (s, ..., S4) € (0, +00)?. We say that f € Lp([O, 1)9) belongs to the Besov body
B} if and only if

supsupmax{Zj“S"p; 1<u<d}x 2lilp/2=1) Z ]9]' k]p < 0.
i#0 jEJi keK; =

Remark 5.1. The characterization of anisotropic Besov spaces in terms of hyperbolic wavelet coefficients can be found in the
recent paper of Abry et al. [1]. We remark that in the situation of p = 2, the characterization is exact while in the other
cases it comes with a correction term.

We now introduce new sequence spaces that are particularly useful for our maxiset study.

Definition 5.3 ((p, q)-approximation space). Let p > 2 and q > 0. We say that f € L, ([0, 1)4) belongs to the (p, q)-approxima-
tion space Agq,p if and only if

SUPZ Z 2Jpa+lji(p/2-1) Z|9§’8|P < 0.

JENT20 jegis 1j1> ) keK;

In Proposition 5.1 these sequence spaces can be considered to be large sequence spaces. For instance Neumann [36] has
proved that the spaces of functions with dominating mixed smoothness that are known to be the approximation spaces of
hyperbolic wavelet bases [18,27,41] are contained in such spaces. Spaces Ag p (p > 2 and q > 0) are sequence spaces of a
similar nature as Besov bodies as they control the decay of the energy of the hyperbolic wavelet coefficients over the scales,
and hence they are used to control the approximation error.

Please cite this article in press as: F. Autin et al., Hyperbolic wavelet thresholding methods and the curse of dimensionality through the maxiset
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Definition 5.4 (Weak Besov body). Let 0 <r < p. We say that f e L,([O, 1)9) belongs to the weak Besov body Wﬁp if and
only if one of the two following equivalent properties is satisfied:

sup krfpz Zzlll(p/z—w Z ‘QE,HHHGE,@‘ <i} <oo

O<i<exp(—1) i£0 jeJi IgeKj

sup a7 Y0 2P S gl |5 ) < oo,

O<i<exp(—1) i£0 jeji keK

Notice that these weak Besov bodies characterize functions associated with a sufficient level of sparsity. They are simple
generalization of their univariate counterpart that was introduced in [4].

Definition 5.5 (Tree Besov body). Let 0 < < p. We say that f € L, ([0, 1)9) belongs to the tree Besov body erp if and only
if
A

sup Ar*pz sz(p/zf]) Z |9]f',1_<|p1{ max |9]i»,,,£, < 5} < 00,

O<Xi<exp(—1) I#Q j€,]]i lge]Kj (1/”5/)6(";,@()‘) =

where Cﬁ_k()») is the set of all descendants of (j, k) according to TH).

Definition 5.6 (Tree Besov c-dual body). Let 0 <r < p and ¢ > % We say that f e Lp([0, 1)9) belongs to the tree Besov c-dual
body W/ . if and only if

sup  A"(logr™1) ch 22“‘(”/2 D Z 1{ max |9; = 2%] <00

. i K
O<xi<exp(—1) i£0 1€JA ISEKi Q"Ig)ecj.k()‘)

where C; «(A) is once again the set of all descendants of (j, k) according to TH).

We see that the larger c, the larger the space WI };fc. The sequence spaces WI ’p*,c also characterize functions with a
sufficient level of sparsity but this sparsity is in addition made dependent on the structure. Indeed, for each node counted
in the summation its ancestors are counted too. One may remark, first of all, that according to Proposition 2.1, this sequence
space is thinner as the dimension grows; second, compared to Wr b the constraint on the number of nodes that are
counted is relaxed a little by the term (logA~1)~P¢. Therefore, we can guess that in the following results there will be some
important relations between d and pc.

Many properties of embedding exist between the sequence spaces that just have been defined. We list some of them in
Proposition 5.1.

Proposition 5.1. The following embeddings hold:
WH CWTP forO<r<p, 9)

)4 p
B3 Agp, "WHY forp>2, q= =

: 1 p,o0 C( q,p r’p) f p q 1+2y 1+2y
§57 Feetsy =y

—_

d
WZ WTpC forc> > 5 p=-,r

p
= ,y > 0. 11
1+2y 7~ (I

Embeddings (9) and (11) will be used in Section 6.1 and embedding (10) in Section 5.2.
5.2. Maxiset results

In this section we provide the maxiset performances of the hyperbolic thresholding estimators with sequences
(me(loge~1)%), such that ¢ > 1/2. The main results are given in Theorems 5.1 and 5.2.

Theorem 5.1 (Maxiset of the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator). Let ¢ > 1, p > 2, m > 4,/p. Consider the estimator f” defined
2vp.

in (6) with the sequence (g)s = (me(loge~1)¢),. The maxiset performance of fH for the rate (A”ZV) (y > 0) is given by the

following equivalence:
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- 12y2p TH p H
+2y
sup Ao TE|f —f”p<oo = feAy ,NW5, . (12)
O<e<exp(—1) +2y +2y°

Using (10) of Proposition 5.1, we see that hyperbolic hard thresholding is a powerful procedure since its maxiset contains
the union of Besov bodies with the same harmonic sum y. Remark that the more judicious choice of the sequence (A¢)e¢
is the one with ¢ =1/2 since it is associated with the fastest rate at which the hyperbolic hard thresholding method can

reconstruct the space A1 v al Wr”p at the prescribed rate.
+2y ’

Theorem 5.2 (Maxiset of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator). Fix ¢ > % p = 2,m > 4./1+ p. Consider the estimator fT defined in (7)
. 20p

with the sequence (rg)e = (me(loge=1)%),. The maxiset performance of fT for the rate (AQ”V )8 (y > 0) is given by the following

equivalence:

L
sup ASHZ”IE”fT—fH5<oo = feAy nwl, nwl}

0<e<exp(—1) 127 P T2y 0P T35 P:C

(13)

In the next section, we show that the hyperbolic hard tree estimator may be beneficial depending upon the values of
the dimension d, the risk function through p and the rate through c, when comparing to the hyperbolic hard thresholding.

6. The curse of dimensionality for information pooling

In the maxiset result (13) of Theorem 5.2, we observe the appearance of the sequence space WZ ’p’fc. In such a sequence
space, the number of large wavelet coefficients and their ancestors of the functions it contains is also bounded. It can
be viewed as a maxiset price to pay for the number of coefficients activated by the method. As previously highlighted in
Proposition 2.1, this number explodes with the dimension due to the heredity constraint. This is the manifestation of curse
of dimensionality through the maxiset approach. We then could be skeptical about the efficiency of the hyperbolic hard
tree procedure when compared to the hyperbolic hard thresholding method. Nevertheless, thanks to the maxiset approach,
we are able to identify many interesting cases where the information pooling, via the hyperbolic hard tree method, remains
a good strategy for multidimensional estimation problems. In other words, we identify many cases where the following
embedding of maxisets holds:

Ay ,nwh, Yc(A, ,nwl, nw';

» .
42y P Tv2y P TH2y P T+27 P 1327 °P:C

i (14)
According to the embedding given in (9), it suffices to find cases where the embedding (11) is satisfied. As already remarked
in Section 5.1, the relations between d and pc are key ingredients to define cases where the embedding given in (14) holds.
We will distinguish two cases: a case of low dimensionality relative to pc (d < pc) and a case of high dimensionality relative
to pc (d > pc). In the latter situation, the parameters d, p, ¢ are no longer the only ingredients needed to identify cases of
embedding of maxisets and some structural properties, described in Section 6.2, may be taken into account. These results
are detailed hereafter and graphically summarized in the conclusion.

6.1. The case where d < pc

Starting with the low dimensionality case relative to pc, we easily deduce from (9) and (11) of Proposition 5.1 and from
Theorems 5.1-5.2 the following proposition:

Proposition 6.1. Fix c > 1/2, p > d/c and m > 4.,/1 + p. Consider the Besov risk Bg’p and the sequence (rg)e = (me(loge™1)).

The maxiset of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator ]‘T contains the maxiset of the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator j‘H according
2vp

to the rate (¢ "*"),..

To appreciate the results of Proposition 6.1, let us give two comments. First, for a given value of p, the best choice for the
sequence is the one with ¢ =d/p. Indeed (me(loge~1)¥/P), corresponds to the fastest sequence (and also the fastest rate
associated to) for which we guarantee that Proposition 6.1 holds. Second, for the choice of rate with ¢ > 1/2, Proposition 6.1
holds provided that p > 2d.

6.2. The case where d > pc
We now turn to the case of high dimensionality relative to pc. As already discussed at the beginning of Section 6 one

can rightly expect that the curse of dimensionality leads to bad maxiset performances of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator
because of an expensive price to pay for the method: a thin sequence space WI ’p’fc for high enough dimensions d and small
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values of c, since pc < d. Here we will clarify the thin nature of WrT, b*,o To be more precise, we provide a structural sparse
property such that any function of WI p that satisfies this property necessarily belongs to the sequence space WI b"f,_-.

Definition 6.1 (Structural sparse property). We say that a function f € L»([0, 1)¢) satisfies the structural sparse property with
respect to p and c if and only if, for any 0 <A <1, for any i such that |i| > pc and for any (j, k) € J; x K; its hyperbolic
wavelet coefficients satisfy:

pe
I

’9;k| >Ai = j issuchthat max{jy; 1<u<d}<(j(b)) 1)

Condition (15) characterizes the functions for which the large wavelet coefficients associated to orientations i such that
il > pc are only localized in the coarsest scales j. Among these functions, are those with an atomic dimension less than

or equal to pc. Definition of the atomic dimension of a function of L,([0, 1)9) is inspired from [17] and is given below in
terms of its hyperbolic wavelet coefficients.

Definition 6.2. Let f € L,([0, 1)%) which is decomposed in the hyperbolic wavelet basis as

FO=adoo)+ 3 D0 D 05,¥5,0). (16)

ig0 jeJi keK;
Let
Ap={iefo, 139\ 0; Gzi'Js # 0 for some (j, k)}.

The atomic dimension of f is the integer § =§(f) € {0, ...,d} such that

5— max(|il; ie Ap) if Af #0,
o if Ay =0.

Remark 6.1. The atomic dimension of f is defined using the orientations of the nonzero wavelet coefficients. Generally
speaking this parameter reflects the maximal degree of interaction between the d variables within f. Here are some exam-
ples of functions with atomic dimension § built from unidimensional functions f,:[0,1) = R (1 <u <d):

o S5=1: f(x1,.... %) = Y91 fuxw),
o §=2: f(x17"'7xd)=ZZ=] fu(Xu)+Zﬁ=1 Zl‘j,=1,v;eu fg(xu)fv(xv)y
e 5=5 f(X1,....X) =Y 51 f1(x1) x -+ x fu(Xu).

From Theorems 5.1 and 5.2 we get the following proposition:

Proposition 6.2. Fix c > 1/2, p <d/c and m > 4,/1 + p. Consider the Besov risk Bg_p and the sequence (A¢) = (me(loge™1) ).

When restricting to functions satisfying the structural sparse property (15), the maxiset of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator fT
contains the maxiset of the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator fH.

Looking at the path used for the proof of the embedding (11) in Proposition 5.1 (see Remark A.1), we indeed deduce
that any function f in WrT’p satisfying the structural sparse property does belong to the sequence space WTT_ng. The result
given in Proposition 6.2 is therefore a consequence of the embedding of spaces (9) given in Proposition 5.1.

Since it is usually recognized that multidimensional data have some underlying structure modeled by an atomic di-
mension strictly smaller than d, Proposition 6.2 gives us many realistic cases for which the hyperbolic hard tree estimator
outperforms the hyperbolic hard thresholding in the maxiset sense, possibly with a slight deterioration of the rate and/or
of the range of p’s.

7. Conclusion

In this paper we emphasize the ability of methods which threshold coefficients in hyperbolic wavelet bases to esti-
mate multidimensional functions with anisotropic smoothness. The geometry of these hyperbolic wavelet bases leads to a
complex notion of heredity among the wavelet coefficients which is used in order to construct a hierarchically structured
wavelet estimator, the so-called hyperbolic hard tree estimator. The latter estimator pools information from these hereditary
structures to refine the choice of the coefficients to keep/kill when comparing to the hyperbolic hard thresholding estima-
tor. The maxiset approach is extremely useful to study the complex behavior of such estimator. It serves us to accurately
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d pc=d 5

T T pc T p
1 0 2

Fig. 2. Left: zones under study. Right: best rates for zones 1 and 2.

describe the theoretical performances of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator in different situations determined by the loss
function, the dimension, and the rate of convergence of the risk.

The left-hand side of Fig. 2 represents three zones that serves us to describe when the embedding holds between
the maxiset of the hyperbolic hard tree estimator and the maxiset of the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator, given
in (14). Zone 1 corresponds to the case of low dimensionality with respect to pc, where the embedding of the maxisets
holds. Zones 2 and 3 correspond to the case of high dimensionality with respect to pc. Zone 2 is a case of embedding of
maxisets, it exists whenever the atomic dimensions of the functions under interest are smaller than or equal to pc. Hence,
if there is some structure in the data there exists a wider range of pc for which the embedding of maxisets holds. Zone 3
seems to be the case where we cannot say that the hyperbolic hard tree estimator is still better in the maxiset sense than
the hyperbolic hard thresholding estimator, but even in that case, if the structural sparse property is satisfied, then the
embedding of maxisets holds.

Let us now turn to the case described by Fig. 2 on the right-hand side. It represents the best rates that we guarantee for
the embedding of maxisets in zones 1 and 2. It shows the complementary roles of the parameters p and c. In particular, if
we consider the range of loss functions ||.||g with p > p’ and p’ > 2, then the embedding of maxisets given in (14) holds
for any finite dimension provided that the rate associated with c is such that ¢ > §/p’. Conversely, if one wants to consider
the best rate associated with ¢ = 1/2, then the embedding of maxisets holds over a restricted range of loss functions that
is ||.||§ with p > §/c. Notice that in this figure we can interpret the results for both § and d.
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Appendix A
We provide the proofs of our theoretical results.

A.1. Proof of Proposition 2.1

Proof. Let 0 < <1, ie{0,1}4\0 and (J, k) be a node of TE(A). Without loss of generality, assume that
1=(j1,...,]'|l‘|,0,...,0) and I_<=(k1,...,km,0,...,0).
1. Any child of (j, k) with respect to Ti(x) is a node (j', k') such that
i'=(0% - dfy,0,...,0) and K'=(Kj,....k};,0,...,0),
ju=Jju+1 foronel<u<x|i| and j,=j, forallv#u,
k;, € {2ky, 2k, + 1} forthesame1<u<|i| and k, =k, forallv#u.
Hence the number of children of (j, k) with respect to Ti() is equal to 2]i|, provided that jl<j)—1.1tis 0 for the case
|jl=j() — 1. Clearly the number of descendants of (j, k) with respect to TH() is less than the number of nodes of 7%(A)
that is the cardinality of {(j,k); j €' |j| < j(A). ke K;} that is of order of GOonl=12i@)
2. Any parent of (j, k) with respect to TE() is a node (j”. k") such that

j"=({-..§jj,0,...,0) and k" =(K{,....k[;.0,...,0),
ju=ju—1 foronel<u<|i| and j,=j, forallv#u,

ki = [ky/2] — where |x] is the integer part of x — for the same 1 <u < |i| and Kk} =k, forallv#u.
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Hence the number of parents of (j,k) with respect to Ti() is clearly equal to the number of indices 1 < u < |i|
such that j, > O that is at most |i|. Moreover the number of ancestors of (j,k) with respect to Ti) is also equal to

[Tl Gu+ D D
A.2. Atechnical lemma and its proof
Lemma Al Let j = (j1,..., jo) €N and s = (s1, ..., 5q) € (0, 00)". Let

v =Arg max j,Sy.

. o1 141
Then jysy > |1|(§ +-+ g) .
Proof. Since j,s, > jusy for all 1 <u <d, dividing both sides by s, and summing up over u=1,...,d we get:

. 1 1 . .

vyl —+--+—)2h+--+Ja

$1 Sd
It ends the proof. O
In the sequel, C denotes a constant that can be different from one line to another.

A.3. Proof of Proposition 5.1

Proof. The embedding of spaces (9) is obvious. We first prove the embedding of spaces (10). We consider f € Bf,,oo with
s€(0,00)? and p > 2. We put

1 1\ ! p
= — 4+ ... = d = .
Y <51 + +sd) and- 1 1+2y

Since f € Bf,,oo and by using Lemma A.1, we get the following bounds for any 0 < A < exp(—1):

Z Z 2|1I<p/271)Z’91§’k’P<CZ Z Z 9—Max (jusu; 1<u<d)p

i#0 jell; i1 keK; i#0 JZiM) jelt: |jl=]
gcz Z Jlii=1p=Jyp
i#0 J2j()

< Cj(A)d_12_j()‘)Vp
<c2 W,

~

Hence, f € Aqp with ¢ = /5.
For any 0 < A <exp(—1) and any 1 <u <d, let j(u, ) be the integer such that

. 2y .
27IWA) TR < Q1WA

One has
Z Zz|]|(ﬂ/2 1) Z|9 |p1 jl | } D1 + D3,
i#0 jeJi keK; B

with

D=3 3 200 e a{lend <),

i#0 el Vu, ju<ju.) keK;
Da=)_ 3o 2000 e Pfle) | <a).
#0 jell; Ju, ju>ju.1) keK;

We first focus on Dj.
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— ljl(p/2=1) ip i
Di=) > 2 e HEMESS!
i#0 jell; Vu, ju<j(u,1) keK;

< APZ Z 2|1|P/2

#0 jelt Vu, ju<ju,i)

d 5
< CAP ( l_[ 2]'(“1))

u=1
< AP
We now focus on D;. Choose p’ such that sz <p’ < p.Since f e Bfwo, fe Bi,!oo. Hence,
= 1jl(p/2=1) p
DZ_Z Z 2 Z|9]k| 1{|9]k| }
#0 jell; Ju, ju>ju.n) keK;
i1(p/2—1) i 0, p—p i
< 2 e el <)
i#0 el Au, ju>jw.n) keK;
d o
_p il(p/2—1) ip
PP > UL S 105
i7#0 u=1 ZEJi§ YV, Jvsv<juSu, Juzj(u,1) ISEKj
d
< c)p-r Z Z Z 9~ Jusup’9lil(p/2=1)5lil(1=p'/2)

i#0 u=1 1€Ji§ Vv, Jysv<JjuSu, juzjU,1)

d
< C)\.p_p/ Z Z z_fusup/zjusu(1/S1+~~+1/sd)(p—p’)/2
u=1 juzju,n)
d
= C}\.p_p/ Z Z 2_ju511p,2jusll(p—p’)/2y
u=1 ju=ju,r)

d

olad Z2—j(u,k)sup’2j(u,x)su(p—p’)/ZV
u=1

< CAPT.

Hence, when combining the bounds D; and D, we deduce that f € W” The embedding of spaces (10) is proved.

Let us now prove the embedding of spaces (11). Consider ¢ > 5. For any n € N and any 0 < A < exp(—1), we set j(,n)
the integer such that

=it < (22-&-11)\)2 < 21-jGn)

We shall consider the following convention for A" > 1: Cj.!k(k’) ={(, b}
For any f € W/, and any 0 < A < exp(—1) 7

—1\—pc iI(p/2—1) i
W (loga™!) YD S 202D N Al max ol | > 2]
i#0 jeyl kek; KDeC;, )
Mlogr )Y 3 32 S a2 max o] | <2
neN* i£0 ]e.]]* keK (l’q’S’)GCi‘k(l) -

<CA(loga ")™Y Z{l‘[(] +1)zu}2m<p/2 1

neN* i£0 i Lu=1

ny i 240 *

x Z 1 Jk| > 2™y max |01,,k, <2 3
’fEKj (jlvlf/)eci‘,k(zz"-n)‘) J %
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<CAP(loga™ )Py 27 Y "l szw/z D)
neN* i#0 jell,

ip i 2+4n
X E |9j.,_<| 1{ max |9].,’,$, <2 5}
(ke @2y

le]Kj
—1\d—pc
< C(logr™") )
The first inequality relies on property 2 of Proposition 2.1. The second inequality is obtained by bounding the number of

ancestors of nodes under interest. The third inequality is obtained because f € WZ p- We conclude that, if d — pc <0, then
fe Wr pc U

Remark A.1. For any function f e W T that satisfies the structural sparse property (15), note that, for all n € N, all A small
enough and all (i, j, k) with i #0, j eJI ke Kj,

0], > 2% = [l’[uﬁ””’} ()T +1)" <2(j0)"

Hence a better upper bound could be obtained for the high dimensional case d > pc that is, for some C that does not
depend on A,

A (loga=) TPy " N o= R 1{ max |9;"-/,,_</

i#0 ZEJL ’_(EK! (!/»’S/)eclk()\) -

>2,\}<c.

So, f € Wr p.c. Therefore, the embedding of spaces (11) of Proposition 5.1 still holds in the high dimensional case d > pc
when we restrict the study to functions satisfying the structural sparse condition.

A.A4. Proof of Theorems 5.1 and 5.2

The proof of Theorem 5.1 relies basically on the same tools than the ones used in the proof of Theorem 5.2. Hence we
omit it and we focus on the proof of Theorem 5.2.

Proof. Choose ¢ > % y >0, m>4/1+p, p=>2 and put, for any 0 < ¢ < exp(—1),

tec = e(loge )"
=
Suppose that there exists C > 0 such that, for any 0 < & < exp(—1),
N 2yp
E[fT - f]|; < Cmee o) 7527
Then, for any small enough ¢,

Y Y 200D Yool P <E[FT - £} < Comee o

0 jen, kek;

mte,c

< CZ_ %j(mte,c) )

By using the continuity of t; . in & and the fact it tends to 0 as € tends to 0, we deduce that f € A% P
+2y
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Now,
2yp . . . mt
- 2-1 i p i £.c
E=(mtgc) T Z Zzlll(ﬂ/ ) Z |611§| 1{ ml_ax |91:,J§, < T}
i#0 jel! keK; -~ (' KIEC) mtec) =
=E1+E; +Es.
2yp . .
- 2—1 i |p
Eq= (mtgc) ™27 ]E[Z Z 2lil(p/2-1) Z |01L<|
i#0 l'ejiimg,t kek;

x 1{ max |0},

mtg,c Ai
<—=1 max |9j, ol <mtec

Geci om0 2T 2] R Gnee] oo
2yp . ; "
- 2-1 ip L
< (Mtec)” T2 E[E : E : 2lil(p/2=1) E |¢91-.,k| 1{ max |9j",k' gmtw”
#0 jegt, kek;  UUKDEC)mtee)
= mtg, c - -

< (mtee) HE|FT - )"
<

C.

Using property 1 of Proposition 2.1, Boole’s inequality and the large deviation for the standard Gaussian random variables
(P[IZ| > 1] < 2exp (—%)),

Ezz(mtg,c)’%E[Z T 202D S gt P

0 jejf keK;

mtg ¢

X 1{ max |91

ik

mt, Aj
. < Me.c }1[ max |6’Jli, K
(J k)ec) p(meee) ~ T

2 ] Rgnec; onteo

SR SO ELCED SN

> mtg’c}}

0 -IEJintg,c keK;
AT . mt
X P(‘ max |6} ] - max |6} ][> Zec)
(JKIECS (mtec) = (K)eC] (mtec)

2yp . . P 5

~ii2y 2-1 i Py lil=1 j(mte o) . M2

< (mtgc)” 27 Z Z 2lil(p/2=1) Z ‘9“_{‘ (](mts,c)) 2i(mte) o
i#0 ZEJ;‘M&C keK;

d—1-2c

o 2
<C(mte ) 27 e's 2[loge™"]
<C.

Because we have already proven that f € A =2
=+

V’p.
= 1il(p/2—=1) L p i €,c
Ev=(mteo™™ 3 ), 2HPE ) [0y 1{ e [Pl < = }
#0 jerl, keK; (' K)EC; pmts.c)
2yp . .
~ Ty - p
< (mtg o) 27 Z Z 2lilp/2=1) Z|911L<|
i#0 1‘¢°]]£mg‘c keK;

2yp Yp_
< C(mtg )~ T2y 27 Ty M)
<C.

Combining the bounds of E1, E;, E3, using the continuity of t. . in € and the fact it tends to 0 as & tends to 0, we deduce

that f e W/, with r= 5.
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_2vp : .
F = (mte ) ™27 &P Z Z 21dlp/2-1) Z 1{ max ‘0;:,,,! > 2mt8,C]
i#0 ]e"]]mtgc keK; (j/a’_(/)eciv;_((mtac) -
_2rp ; i ; )
= C(mtg.c) 127 E[Z Z 2lil(p/2=1) Z |91l',ls - Qj.’k“’l[ max |911"J,<’ > the,c}]
i#0 Jejmm keK; B (' K)eC; ymte.c) ~
=C(F1 + Fy).
_2vp ; A i
Fy = (mte.c) HZVE[Z > 2 6=l
i#0 JEJmth keK; 1
x 1{ max |6’;:, vl > 2mt8,c}1 max |é;/ vl > mt””
(JK)eC) ymtee) = (1'J_<’>ec;,k(mrg.c> -
2-1 Al
<(mtge)” 1+2y E[Z Z 2lil(/2=1) Z| ik~ ]k { max |9j’,l§’ > mt”}]
i#0 ]EJW“ keK; (g/Jg/)ecM(mtg,c) ]

<(mtee) FHE|FT - £
<C.

Using the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, property 1 of Proposition 2.1, Boole’s inequality and the large deviation for the stan-
dard Gaussian random variables,

_ o .
F2 = mtec) 0~ 05
i#0 JEJmtSC ISEK!
X 1[ max |9;,,k/ >2mt8,c}1[ max |§;/J</ < }i|
(1/’k/)ec;<k(mt£.c) T (1/’E/)Ec3<k(mts,c) AL
_2p N
< C(mtg ) T2y gl’z Z 2lilp/2=1)
i#0 jejm[“
x Z p1/2 max |é5’ vl — max |05, ’ )
keK; (Z,vk/)ecik(mts.c) - (j’,K’)EC}.,S(mt“) ==

< C(Wltg,c)“%8’)(mts,c)”’[loga’]]d_1 Z[(j(mts.c))'”_]Z“m“ DT ]1/2
i0

2 1]3<d—1)/2—(p+1>c

_2vp ms 4 _
C(mtec) ™7 e 7 '[loge

Combining the bounds of F; and F, using the continuity of t; c in ¢ and the fact it tends to 0 as ¢ tends to 0, we conclude
that f e WTT,;,*,C with r =
=
Let feA_ b pNW,N wl e with r= %. For any small enough ¢,

p
1+2y

E||fT—f||§=G1+Gz+G3-

Using the fact that f e W, e with r= #, the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and the property 1 of Proposition 2.1

G1—E[Z > ol DS -0 1| max |é§,’k,|>mt5,0]]

0 jegi keK; (J' K)EC) mte )
£,C -
lil(p/2—1) p i mte ¢
Z Z 2 Z Jk Jl<| )1{ maxmt |9j’,l,<’ = 2
i#0 keK; (J"k)eC;  ( == -
]eJmt“ =S ok
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Using the fact that f € WrT, p With r= % and the large deviation for the standard Gaussian random variables,
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Combining the bounds of G1, G and G3, we conclude that

_2Yp T P
sup  (mtg) FE|fT - f||p <0co. O
O<e<exp(—1)
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